GILTRAP SLR EARNS KUDOS ON BOTH SIDES

OF THE DITCH

ITS SPEED OF FEEDING OUT AND
ABILITY TO HANDLE ALL TYPES OF
BALES ARE AMONG THE REASONS
FARMERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE
TASMAN LOVE THE GILTRAP SLR BALE
FEEDER.

The SLR can handle round and square bales
of hay and silage with ease, and it provides a
clean loading system and quick feed out.

When New Zealand company Giltrap Engi-
neering bought Duncan Ag last year, along
with the stable of popular Duncan drills, it
acquired Duncan’s range of bale feeders and
feed-out wagons.

At that point Giltrap already manufactured
its own range of feeders and feed-out wag-
ons, so many of the Duncan machines were
not carried over to the Giltrap brand.

One Duncan product that was incorporated
into the Giltrap portfolio is the SLR bale feeder.

Giltrap Engineering managing director Craig
Mulgrew says with its ability to feed out hay,
straw or balage, as well as loose pit silage, the
SLR bale feeder filled a gap in Giltrap’s feed-
out segment.

“The SLR is a robust, versatile trailed
machine that can handle round bales, medi-
um squares or big squares. It has a strong
reputation and we are pleased to add it to the
Giltrap product range,” Craig says.

THE AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE

Western Australian farmer Graham Arm-
strong has been using a SLR bale feederon
his 1000-hectare dairy and beef operation at
Tutunup since December 2010.

Previously he had owned several other bale
feeders but switched to the SLR model due to
itsinnovative design.

“We were replacing the previous bale feed-
ers quite regularly because the silage was
destroying them every couple of years,” Gra-
ham says.

“Then Duncan brought the SLR out, and |
saw one in town. It was something different
and we were looking for something stronger.

“The rolls don’t sit on a set of chains. They
siton abed and only touch the chains enough
to turn them, which reduces pressure on the
chains,” Graham says.

“The previous feeder we had lifted up the
bale with a set of forks and tipped the bale for-
ward and dumped it onto the bed, but the SLR
places it on the bed and the forks pull out and
retract.

“Our silage rolls weigh between 500 and
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SOUTH ISLAND FARMER CAM SCOTT
SAYS THE SPEED OF THE SLR WAS

ITS BIGGEST SELLING POINT.
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8o0kg, 50 by placing the roll, itis a lot easier

on the machine.”

The Giltrap SLR bale feeder has a patent-
ed two-stage loading mechanism. It lifts the
bale, holds itin position so the operator can
remove any string or wrap and it then places
the bale in the correct position on the tilting
tray. o

It has twin prongs on the self-loading
mechanism (with the option of a third prong
for large square bales) to pick up and load
the bale. After loading, it can carry another
bale on the prongs.

While Graham has done a number of mod-
ifications to his bale feeder to cater for the
large number of bales it has processed, he
now does very little maintenance to it and
says he has no plans to upgrade it in the fore-
seeable future. His SLR has fed out about
30,000 silage rolls.

“Idon’t think there is anything else around
that is as good as the SLR or that will last as

THE SLR IN ITS NEW GILTRAP
COLOURS AND BRAND LOGOS.

long, especially with silage, which is heavy
anddamp.”

Graham likes Duncan machinery, which he
says is built to last. He also owns a Duncan
AS5300 folding tine air seeder and a Reno-
vator MK3 tine drill, which have given him no
trouble with breakdowns.

He has bought his Duncan gear from Bun-
bury Machinery. Bunbury Machinery manag-
er Darren Pulford says one of the SLR’s key
features is its versatility in feeding out both
hay and silage, whereas some machines will
only handle one product well.

“It has the ability to correctly and evenly
feed a silage roll from the elevator, rather
than having big chunks coming off a side-
winder,” he says.

Darren says the SLR is robust and easy to p




